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Philosophy, Dover Publications, INC. copyright, New York, 1967, p.151.
© New Schaff Herzeg : Encylopedia of Religion Knowledge, Vol.2, "Saint
Bernard", basilica, champers,2005, p.l.
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Summary

This research tackies the issue of love according to the last
saint in the 11 century, saint Bernard, who is considered one of
the must important figures in the pre-scholars age. Saint Bernard is
also considered one the most well- Known spiritual life professors
and one the greatest Sufi writers.

This research consists of infroduction, preface, three
elements, and conclusion.

in the infroduction, the researcher will deal with the definition
of her research and will show its importance and the method used
init. ’ -
The preface will show Saint Bernard's life and his writing, The
fist element provides a definifion of the concept of love
according to saint Berard and shows the difference between it
and that of desire, The second element presents the.degrees and
types of love according to Saint Bernard, which consists four
degrees or types: The first type of love according to Saint Bernard is
the sensual love according to which one loves oneself and
nothing else. In this type of love Saint Bemard distinguishes
between the concept of lust and that of concentrated love of
one's self. _

The second degree of love according to Saint Bernard's view
point is presented as the love between man and the Creator
which can be considered the result of the gifts that are endowed
by God to man.

The third degree of love is that in which man loves the
Creator not because God is the provider of all gifts and utilities, but
because God is the origin of goodness - God is goodness in
Himself. The essence of this type of love is that , in part, man loves
God for God's sake.

The fourth degree of love according to Saint Bernard is that
which acheived when man loves nothing - even himself — but for
the sake of God only and nothing else. This degree of love
according to Saint Bernard is the most sublime degree of love. In
this degree of love The human soul ascends far from the earthly
desires and sensual matters to eagerly seeks its Creator, God. The
importance of this type of love according to Saint Bemard is that it
is directly related to Sufism, which can be Considered as one of
the most important means that helps Knowing God.

This research ends with a conclusion in which the most
important results are presented.
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